MARIUS
In order to maintain an ever precarious popularity, he
gave orders that the price of wheat should be lowered,
and that the quantity of foodstuffs distributed gratis to
the poor each month should be increased.
To consolidate his position, Marius set to work to
obtain the Senate's sanction to his legislative measures.
In this he was successful, and he would doubtless have
established his personal authority on an unassailable
basis, but that a fatal move on the part of one of his men
enabled the Patricians to reform their front. They
skilfully acted upon the feelings of the populace and upon
the army, whom Marius had imprudently neglected.
Deprived of their support, he failed to obtain his seventh
Consulship and was compelled to quit the city.
The hour of the counter-revolution was now at hand.
Marius beheld a new star rising above the horizon; the
star of the man he looked upon as his most formidable
rival: Lucius Cornelius Sulla.
Sulla, a youthful member of the aristocratic party,
had been Marius's own Chief-of-Staff during the war in
Numidia, a position which had brought him into pro-
minence and had enabled him to ingratiate himself with
the troops.
No less ambitious, and a great deal more sagacious,
than Marius, Sulla had left his leader to play the dema-
gogue alone. When he considered him sufficiently en-
tangled, he broke with him and presented himself to the
Senate as the champion of the patrician class whom
Marius was striving his utmost to overthrow.
He rapidly attained the leadership of the senatorial
party, and when the Italian tribes that were in revolt
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